Coberley Parish Council

As many of you know, Coberley Parish Council (CPC) has been actively lobbying for a change to the
unrestricted, national speed limit (60mph) currently in force through the village. Its campaign was born out
of numerous approaches from village residents.

CPC is delighted to report that Coberley Village lane from end (A436) to end (A435) has been reviewed
by County Highways and it has been agreed that the limits should be changed/reduced.

These plans have been drawn up based upon the information and data collected and on official design
guidance for speed limits.

Ahead of the legal consultation process, the Traffic Regulation Order team will need evidence that the
Parish Council has consulted on the proposal with the local community. Comments are therefore needed
from village residents with a view to demonstrating that the scheme will likely be widely acceptable. This
helps to ensure the process runs more smoothly.

CPC would be grateful, therefore, if you would provide comment, - supportive or otherwise.
The proposal is set out in the scheme plan attached.

From the A435 junction to approximately Ham Mead will become 30mph. From there through the village
centre and on to midway between Conygree House and Dowmans Farm will be 20 mph. From that point
up to the cattle grid beside the Old Dowmans Farm new development will be 30mph. From this cattle grid
to the A436 exit (Oxford Cottages) will be national speed limit (60mph) as currently.

On Close Farm lane, the 20mph will run to midway between Close Farm House and the entrance to the
Close Farm group of houses. From there to the junction with Cowley Lane will be 30mph. Cowley Lane
will remain at national speed limit 60mph.

Whilst some may have expected a 20mph limit along the entirety of the village lane, the Government’s
criteria for setting speed limits should be noted:

Department for Transport “Setting Local Speed Limits”

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/setting-local-speed-limits/setting-local-speed-limits

and in particular the section on Villages, noting paragraphs 135-137

135. Fear of traffic can affect people’s quality of life in villages and it is self-evident that villages should
have comparable speed limits to similar roads in urban areas. It is, therefore, government policy that a
30mph speed limit should be the norm through villages.

136. It may also be appropriate to consider 20mph limits or zones in built-up village streets that are
primarily residential in nature, or where pedestrian and cyclist movements are high, where there is a
safety case and local support. Such limits should not, however, be considered on roads with a strategic
function or where the movement of motor vehicles is the primary function.

137. Traffic Advisory Leaflet 01/04 (DfT, 2004) sets out policy on achieving lower speed limits in villages.
It suggests that reasonable minimum criteria for the definition of what constitutes a village, for the
purpose of applying a village speed limit of 30mph, would be that there were both:

e 20 or more houses (on one or both sides of the road)
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e a minimum length of 600m
However, CPC intends to discuss with GCC any potential to make adjustment to the designated
boundaries of each speed zone, whilst being careful not to delay or jeopardise its position in this Traffic
Regulation Order process, which encompasses a number of Cotswold villages.
As we need to capture, formally, the opinion of the local community affected by these proposals,
please send your responses to the Clerk to the Parish Council at info@coberleyparish.co.uk by no
later than Thursday 28 May when the CPC consultation will close.
Many thanks

Coberley Parish Council

15 May 2026
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