
County Council Update – for Coberley Parish Annual Assembly, 25 May 2022  
   

Covid  
Covid - the latest figures show cases falling sharply following the big surge in March and 
April. At the time of writing Gloucestershire hospitals have 50 patients with Covid 19 
which is the lowest figure for some time. 
  
This has of course been the big story of the last 12 months. Whilst there is currently a lull 
in infections we know that the autumn may bring renewed pressures, but that is for 
another day. 
    
  
A417 Missing Link  
The contract for construction of the new dual carriageway (to replace the bit of single 
carriageway around the Air Balloon) has been awarded to Kier.  
  
Subject to final consent being given by the Secretary of State for Transport, the new road 
will start being built in early 2023 which is now getting very close.  
  
It appears that this much anticipated road is finally in sight after the years of lobbying 
from us all. 
  
  
Road Safety 
It’s a sad and sobering fact that 14 people have lost their lives on Gloucestershire’s 
roads so far this year. In fact, 6 of those have been in the Cotswolds. The other worrying 
statistic is that serious accidents are actually going up, not down. 
  
I know this issue worries people locally and so I presented a motion to the May county 
council meeting last week about it. 
  
I’m pleased to say that my colleagues from all parties supported a bigger focus on road 
safety: 
  
• To ask officers to provide Environment Scrutiny and Fire and Rescue Scrutiny with a 

thorough briefing on recent accidents and their causations. 
• To call on Cabinet to ensure that communities and all levels of governance in 

Gloucestershire are thoroughly consulted on the refreshed Road Safety Policy. 
• To call on Cabinet to work with Environment Scrutiny and Fire and Rescue Scrutiny 

to develop a policy of ongoing dialogue with our residents to see road safety 
measures proactively installed in our communities. 

Also, a brand new fund of £600,000 from the County Council has just been announced 
which parish councils can dip into for extra signage, flashing signs and speed checking 
equipment.  
  
If you feel that you could bid for some of that new pot of money why not let me know? 
   

  
As always, if there’s something I can help you with please get in touch. 
  
Cllr Paul Hodgkinson  
(Gloucestershire County Council, Bourton and Northleach Division)  
Paul.hodgkinson@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
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