County Council Update to Coberley Parish Council Annual Assembly — 4" May 2021

2020-21

Looking back on the last year the County Council had one major challenge — to deal with the
pandemic.

Covid

Who would have thought that 2020/21 would have panned out in the way it has? A year
which many of us will want to move from I'm sure. For the County Council, responsible for
Public Health in Gloucestershire, it has been a massive challenge. But a challenge which
council staff and residents have stepped up to the plate for in offering support for the
vulnerable.

| do, however, feel optimistic about this coming year. Why? Because covid infections at the
time of writing have fallen to low levels (just 17 new cases in the Cotswolds in the last week)
plus there is the hope of the vaccine working effectively (66% of adults have now had at
least one jab).

I'd like to personally thank all the volunteers in the villages (including Coberley) who did such
an amazing job during the various lockdowns.

Roads

Highways and road safety always feature highly on people’s list of issues. My goal to get
Highways to clear signage of vegetation and make sure they are legible continues. Much
more needs to be done to keep the roads and pavements in a decent state. The A436 had
much needed work done to it. Also the ‘No Crash’ group which | chair met in February and
Highways have been tasked to refresh all road markings by the Cowley crossroads. Some
extra signage has been installed near to Seven Springs.

The A417 Air Balloon ‘Missing Link’ project continues to move ahead, albeit at a slower pace
than | would like. Last year saw the final public consultation on Highways England’s solution
for the new dual carriageway. Construction work starts in around 18 months’ time.

Cleaning up Gloucestershire’s Rivers

Gloucestershire plays host to 28 rivers, including Britain’s longest and second longest
waterways — the Severn and the Thames. However, many of these rivers are flooded with
harmful pollutants including raw sewage discharges from water treatment operators, Severn
Trent Water, Thames Water and Wessex Water. Untreated sewage is only meant to go into
rivers in exceptional circumstances but a survey of the River Windrush showed that this
happened for 25% of the entire year in 2019.

Recently | have led a push to clean up our filthy rivers, bringing a motion about this to the
County council meeting in November 2020. This resulted in a recent meeting with the
Environment Agency and the establishment of a task group to bring these operators into
line. | will keep you posted as work proceeds in the New Year but this is a real problem and
one which people are becoming more and more aware of.
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